
New Bedford’s

BLUE LANE
A coastal trail with an urban attitude. 
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The

BLUE LANE
A coastal trail with an urban attitude

How we developed a shared use path in a historic 

New England Port City with a diverse population, 

seasonal tourism, and minimal land…

How did we garner community support, obtain 

easements, address design challenges and clean up 

brownfields to build a continuous trail network in a 

densely developed place? 
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OUR CITY
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The City of 
New 
Bedford

A high quality of life, recreational 
opportunities, and a thriving 
economy make New Bedford the 
perfect place to call home. 

• Diverse, vibrant year-round 
population of over 90,000

• World’s most famous whaling era 
seaport and top fishing port in 
America

• Over 20 galleries and museums 
downtown, including the Zeiterion
Performing Arts Center, New 
Bedford Whaling Museum, and the 
National Historical Park

• Over 26 acres of beaches, 12 miles 
of trails and bikeways, and 30 parks

• One of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s Distinctive 
Destinations in the US
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The Port of New 
Bedford
Port activities have historically served as the 
lifeblood of this coastal community, today our 
Port’s success is driven by a firm belief in cross-
sector collaboration and industry transparency, 
enabled by cooperation, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship in the maritime economy and 
beyond.

In 2018, commercial fishing/seafood processing 
activity in the New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor 
generated 6,237 direct jobs including jobs with 
local shipyards, chandlers, engine/propulsion 
repair shops, retail stores, suppliers of fishing 
gear, insurance brokers, public restaurants, 
retail stores, and fish processing and cold 
storage operations

Home to over 44 fish wholesale companies, 75 
seafood processors, and 20 seafood 
production, preparation, and packaging 
companies-- #1 Fishing Port in America
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BUILDING 

THE BLUE LANE
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DREAM

REALITY
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Assembling Right of Way
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Project Partners
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CELEBRATING 

THE BLUE LANE
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NEXT STEPS
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RIVERWALK
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WORKING

WATERFRONT

CONNECTOR
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SOUTHCOAST

SCENIC

GREENWAY
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NB 
Multimodal

Mobility
Plan 

"Last Mile" Service

Rail Connections

Traditional Bus 
(SRTA) Connections

Senior Shuttles

Ride Hailing Service

VIA/Uber/Lyft

Dial a Ride

Public Sharing 
Services

Bike Share 
(Docked/Dockless)

eBikes, eScooters

Infrastructure 
Planning

Blue 
Lane/Riverwalk

Chapt 90/TIP 
Projects

Streetscan

Safe Routes to 
School/Parks

Public Outreach & 
Education

Bike Safety

Age Friendly 
Community

Bike Day 
Celebration

Mass in Motion

Social 
Media/Marketing
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Department of City Planning
133 William St, 3rd Floor
508-979-1488

Tabitha Harkin, LEED AP ND

Director of City Planning

tabitha.harkin@newbedford-ma.gov
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CONTACT
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